This course explores the international legal framework and best practice guidelines to prevent and suppress transnational organized crime, including drug trafficking, smuggling of migrants, and trafficking in persons. The course outlines and examines the criminology, levels, patterns, and modi operandi of these crimes, their criminalization in international and domestic laws, and analyzes national, regional and international strategies to investigate such crime and prosecute offenders.
GENERAL COURSE INFORMATION

Teaching and learning method
This course is delivered in seminar-style. Seminars are a forum where, within an analytical framework offered by the course coordinator, students can explore concepts relevant to the topic, examine how relevant policies and laws work, and how relevant skills are put to use. Seminars also offer an interactive forum within which to explore in greater depth the issues relating to transnational organized crime and to engage with other students and the course coordinator in analyzing this issue.
As an interactive learning forum, the seminars are dependent upon all students being prepared to engage with the course material, to collaborate with each other and the course coordinator, and to share their ideas and opinions in independent and constructive ways. In a negative sense, the seminars are not for delivering an exclusive and exhaustive account of the material that students need to learn, or read material that students can read themselves. 
COURSE COORDINATOR
OBJECTIVES OF THE COURSE Course Aims
This course is designed to give students a comprehensive understanding of contemporary patterns and characteristics of transnational organized crime and relevant international conventions in this field.
The focus of this course is with the criminology of transnational organized crime, international conventions to combat transnational crime, and domestic efforts to implement and enforce this body of law. The seminars, exercises, and working-group sessions during the course invite students to critically reflect on the nature and limitations of international criminal law conventions, and understand the rationale of international, regional and domestic policies in this area.
Further, the course seeks to improve communication, writing, and research skills. The course enhances students' abilities to research relevant material, critically analyze legislation, case studies and scholarly writing, lead discussion, and elaborate practical recommendations for law reform and to policy change relevant to the subject area.
Learning Outcomes
After successfully completing this course, students should be able to:
• Have a general understanding of the nature, characteristics and contemporary patterns of transnational organized crime. 
COURSE MATERIAL
Required reading
Prior to commencing the course, students will be given access to all the required reading material for this course. The course material will be provided in a single pdf file.
Students are expected to download, read, and reflect on this material in preparation of each class. The required reading material for each module of the course is set out below in this syllabus.
Supplementary material
Each part of the course is accompanied by visual material (including PowerPoint presentations and videos), in-class exercises, and a range of supporting documents.
This material is made available to students during the course. For pedagogical reasons, some material will not be released in advance. The assessment in this course focuses on the knowledge, skills, and competence of students based on the learning objectives and graduate attributes articulated at the start of this syllabus. Students will be graded on a scale from 0 to 100% (or grade 6-1).
COURSE CONTENT AND SCHEDULE
Grade Criteria 6
Excellent 6: 100-85
As for 5, with consistent evidence of substantial originality and insight in identifying, generating and communicating competing arguments, perspectives or problem solving approaches; critically evaluates problems, their solutions and implications. 5.5: 79-84 5: 72-78 Demonstrates substantial understanding of fundamental concepts of the field of study and ability to apply these concepts in a variety of contexts; develops or adapts convincing arguments and provides coherent justification; communicates information and ideas clearly and fluently in terms of the conventions of the discipline.
Very Good
4
Good 4.5:61-71 4: 51-60
Demonstrates adequate understanding and application of the fundamental concepts of the field of study; develops routine arguments or decisions and provides acceptable justification; communicates information and ideas adequately in terms of the conventions of the discipline
3-1 Fail
Demonstrates clear deficiencies in understanding and applying fundamental concepts; communicates information or ideas in ways that are frequently incomplete or confusing and give little attention to the conventions of the discipline.
Overview
This course involves two assessment components. Both components must be attempted.
Class Participation and exercises (25% of final grade)
Take-home exam (75% of final grade)
Class participation and exercises
Each part of this course is interactive with students expected to engage with the course content and material, discuss their experience and thoughts in class, engage actively and constructively in the discussions, and work independently and in small teams on assigned tasks.
Most parts of this course involve an exercise or assignment, such as case studies, discussion problems, skills training, et cetera. Given the teaching and assessment method used in this course, students are expected to communicate with each other and the course staff.
Students will obtain feedback on their class participation and exercises at the end of the course. The assessment is based on the following criteria:
